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ASSIGNMENT:
Write a piece of mathematical fiction (poem, short story, play, letter to a mathematician, etc.) that uses some of the themes or a theme or mathematician explored or that will be explored later in this class.
GRADING:
Content/accuracy/relevancy (40 points) Creativity/effort (30 points) Mechanics/clarity (30 points) "This is Good Morning Empire, coming to you from our studio in downtown Rome on this very sad day in A. D. 251. Earlier this week we were all shocked and saddened to learn of the death of Emperor Decius during a battle near the city of Dobruja. We will hear more on this sad story later in our broadcast.
Also, coming up we will have a report from the Weather Desk where Seeum Clearly is watching the sky for us, and later we will go to our Man on the Street reporter, Gofar A'Field, for the latest of his reports on "Future Historical Figures It is a very well planned seaport, as one would expect of a city built by the order of Alexander the Great. The streets are straight, and laid out in legion like grids with elegant colonnades on the principal avenues.
"On the east end of the harbor is the upper class section of the city, known as the Brucheim. This is where the aristocracy built their magnificent homes during the time of Alexander and the Ptolemies. Today some of the most elegant homes in the area are occupied by Roman administrators and military leaders.
"As we continue along the harbor you can see the Serapeion and then the Soma. which is the mausoleum of Alexander the Great and the Ptolemies. Next is the Temple of Poseidon and the Museum/Library complex. The final buildings of note are the Theater and the Emporium Marketplace, where most of the social and commercial life of the city is conducted.
"Our destination today was a small house near the Library where we dropped by the home of the noted mathematician Diophantus. There we were privileged to observe a normal day in the life of this "Future Historical Figure. " We will now roll the tape which was shot earlier in the home of our subject and his lovely wife."
(Roll Tape) Wife: "Diophantus, I'm headed to the market. Is there anything that you need?" D: "So, we were working on Book I of Arithmetica."
W: "Oh, that again!" When are you going to quit adding to that stu, ah, book of yours? Aren't you ever going to quit wasting paper on that?" D: "What do you mean, 'wasting paper,' woman? Don't you know that the whole world is waiting impatiently to see my latest mathematical solutions and discoveries in number theory?"
W: "The whole world, huh? Just how soon are they all going to beat down our door to pay for a copy of this magnificent scroll? I still haven't seen anyone except the librarian at the Serapeum ask for a copy, and that's just because he's supposed to have a copy of everything written!" D: "That's not true, Bishop Dionysius wants a copy too."
W: "Sure, just because you dedicated it to him! Which, by the way, was a very politically incorrect move if you ever wanted to go on a Roman Holiday, since Emperor Decius has been feeding Christians to the lions!" D: "Well, even so, wife, what I'm doing is important even if there aren't many people who appreciate it. How many copies of Euclid's Geometry do you suppose were made the first year or so after it was written?"
W: "So you're saying that this Arithmetic of yours is as important as Euclid's Geometry?" D: "Yes, I am! Nobody has ever done much in the way of solving two quadratic equations at once. The Egyptians and Greeks up to now have just been messing around with a combination of linear and quadratic equations, but I'm the first to work with two quadratics simultaneously!"
W: "How many of these wonderful problems are you planning to record for posterity?" D: "Well, I haven't entirely decided yet, but 130 seems like a good number."
W: "How many papyri is that going to take?" 
